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Special note from
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In 2014 the Class of 1963 was given the priviledge by author Ed Matheny of
clearing the way to having his two books, Rise and Fall of Excellence and its
follow-up companion Once More with Feeling!, preserved for the first time on the
Internet. These searchable PDF versions can now be shared and enjoyed - free of
charge - by all Southwest graduates, their families, former faculty, and the public
worldwide.

We encourage all Southwest reunion groups, or other interested organizations or
persons, to re-post these versions or links to them, and done so with Ed Matheny's
full approval, but restricted to non-commercial or non-profit use. Both hard-copy
editions of the books are now permanently out of print.

On the technical side, this project was headed by Vic Damon, Class of '63 website
archivist, and with special inspiration from '63 classmates Ron Bodinson, Cam
Schutte, Howard Brown, and Jim McFerrin.
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tea by the members of Veda, Sappho and Sesame societies. Entertainment was supplied by a vocal trio
that included Ruth Warrick, a recent transfer from St. Joseph, Missouri.

Ruth Warrick played the role of Julia Cavendish in the Senior Play, “Royal Family of Broadway.”
The performance was applauded by a Trail writer:

“Julia Cavendish, beautiful, enchanting and sincere First Lady of the Stage, was inter-
preted with deep feeling and stately grace by Ruth Warrick.”

Ruth was applauded later for her performances on Broadway and in Hollywood. She made her
movie debut in a starring role in the classic “Citizen Kane,” followed by a number of principal film

appearances. Her career continued in television roles, most recently as Phoebe Tyler Wallingford in
ABC’s “All My Children” and “As the World Turns.”

* %k k k k

After ten years, financial constraints forced the Star and the other newspapers to cease sponsoring
the National Oratorical Contest. The American Legion announced that it would continue the competi-
tion, but the contest lost some of its luster.

For the first time there were “mid-year” freshmen, who entered high school in January.

The Southwest basketball team won the League championship, playing the climactic game before
a crowd of 8500 at Convention Hall. The team went on to take second place in the state tournament in
Columbia.

Southwest held its first all-school “mixer” in the gym. More than 600 dancers removed their shoes
for the “sock hop,” to protect the polished, hardwood floor. The “Night Owls,” an orchestra led by
student Lester Milgram, provided the music ... Only a Paper Moon, The Touch of Your Hand,
Sophisticated Lady. The Student Council realized a profit of $50.

There were honors and awards in literature, art, music and dancing. Three Southwest students
were among 25 winners in a national art contest in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
k ok ok kK

The Trail reported that Rhodes Scholar Carl Allendoerfer, Southwest *29, discovered a picture of
English poet Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Pilgrims “on one of his rambles through England.” Sara
Van Metre’s English classes regularly celebrated Chaucer’s birthday, and Allendoerfer sent the picture
to Miss Van Metre who installed it on the south wall of Room 205. (Carl was the first American student
at Oxford to earn a First in mathematics.)

The band, under Logan Zahn, was the biggest and best ever at Southwest.

The April 26, 1934 issue of the Trail included a ballot form, for choosing the most popular senior
girl and boy. The ballot box was placed in a first floor corridor, and students were invited to vote as
often as they wished, to “stuff the ballot box.” But voters had to use the Trail’s ballot, a sales promotion.

Wentworth Griffin of the class of *34 was later elected a member of the school board, and Frank
C. Lynch, Jr., would become regimental commander and president of the senior class at Annapolis.

Alumni from the early classes distinguished themselves in various fields of endeavor. Meyer W.
Friedman, ’27, became Director of the Brunn Institute of Cardiovascular Research. A member of the
1929 class was elected to Phi Beta Kappa at Yale, and two of his classmates were K.U. Phi Beta Kappas
(Junior Coen was one of them.) There were two Yale Phi Beta Kappas from the class of 1930. And there
were other college honors in poetry, advertising, editorial writing, and drama.

A crowded trophy case in the front corridor evidenced undergraduate achievements to date.
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